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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA5 for the LS on alignment of clarification of network slicing and sharing concepts.
In the LS, SA5 asks to clarify whether a network slice instance can be created across network operators in Release 15. For example: the network slice instance combining the core part of a network slice instance from network operator A and the shared RAN part from network operator X.
SA2 Reply: SA2 specifications do not include aspects on the entities operating the different parts of the networks, beyond specifying PLMN IDs in use, which SA2 understands is in SA5 remit. As defined in 23.501 clause 5.15.1, a Network Slice is defined within a PLMN and, in clause 5.18.5, Network sharing is performed among different PLMNs. In case of network sharing, each PLMN sharing the NG-RAN defines and supports its PLMN-specific set of network slices that are supported by the common NG-RAN. In case of RAN sharing the network slice instance combines the core part of a network slice instance from PLMN A and the RAN resources associated to PLMN A in the shared RAN.
SA2 would also like to clarify that 5GS support of Network Sharing is specified in TS 23.501 clause 5.18, and it supports 5G Multi-Operator Core Network (5G MOCN) i.e. multiple 5GCs sharing RAN. The operators' ability to use more than one PLMN ID is specified in TS 23.122.
2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests SA5 to consider the above replies.
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